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EDITORIAL

Board of Accountancy for the District of
Columbia
All who have the welfare of accountancy at heart will welcome
the information that the senate of the United States on March
16th passed bill No. 2531 (generally known as the Capper bill,
because of its introduction by Senator Capper of Kansas). This
bill follows the phraseology of the model C. P. A. bill approved
by the American Institute of Accountants and its passage has
been encouraged in every proper way by members of the Institute.
It is interesting to note that there was a good deal of oppo
sition to the bill. For example, at the hearing conducted by the
senate committee on District of Columbia, a number of persons
appeared to oppose the enactment of the bill, and during the
discussion preceding the passage of the bill in the senate mention
was made of the fact that there was opposition.
Senator King speaking of the bill said: “May I say that a
number of individuals have written me protesting against the
bill. They say it is an attempt upon the part of a certain select
few to monopolize the accountancy business of the United States;
that the few want to get control of the bookkeeping or the
accounting business in the various states, and then in the United
States, and that they want to keep out of the work of accountancy
those who do not take examinations.”

A reply to this statement was made by Senator Jones of
Washington, who said: “The purpose of the committee, I am
satisfied, is to protect the public, as far as it can be done by
reasonable regulations, from men who are not fitted to do work
they claim they are able to do, and which is work that requires
special training and special qualifications.”
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There is much food for thought in one of the expressions
used by Senator Jones, namely, that the purpose of legislation of
this kind is to protect the public. We hear a great deal of
comment on the protection which C. P. A. legislation is supposed
to afford the accountant, but most of us are apt to overlook the
fact that the great purpose of legislation of such a restrictive
character is to protect the public rather than the accountant. The
accountant is a secondary consideration in this particular matter.
We believe also that if this statement by Senator Jones (which
has been made in the past by others) were more generally under
stood there would be better support on the part of the public for
all proper restrictive enactment concerning the control of public
accountancy.
It may be too much to expect that the Capper bill will be
actually passed by the house of representatives prior to the end
of the present session, but great efforts are to be made and we
earnestly impress upon members of the house that it is important
for the welfare of business generally that the much-needed legis
lation in the District of Columbia be operative at the earliest
possible moment.

Regional Meetings of the American Institute
The plan of regional meetings of members of the American
Institute of Accountants which was inaugurated only a little over
a year ago has met with great favor and success in almost every
section of the country, with the possible exception of those
districts in which the distances are so great that it is scarcely to
be expected that large numbers of members will attend meetings
when called. Wherever there is a considerable number of
members and associates within twelve hours of the point of
meeting the plan works admirably and is productive of a con
tinuing and increasing interest in the operations and accomplish
ments of the Institute.
We are now coming into the season of the year when there
will be several important regional meetings and it is therefore
opportune to draw attention to some of the purposes of the
meetings.
Every member and associate of the Institute resident in the
district covered by a regional organization is invited and expected
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to attend if possible. In addition to the Institute members,
everyone who is interested in accounting, whether in public or
private work, is cordially welcome and invitations are sent to all
those persons engaged in accounting of •whom the regional
committees have knowledge. There is no attempt to differentiate
between members and non-members of the Institute, but all those
who attend are extended the privilege of the floor and the dis
cussions invariably lead to general participation.
One of the chief purposes of the meetings is to bring together
those who are interested in accounting matters and to encourage
those who are eligible or are likely soon to become eligible to
make application to the Institute. The meetings are primarily
Institute undertakings and their ultimate object is the develop
ment of the Institute and the attraction of desirable applicants.
As an illustration of the scope of regional meetings, the
following announcement of the meeting to be held at Cleveland,
May 6, 1922, will be of interest:
Territory included in region:
Western New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio.
Who are invited:
.The invitation to attend these regional meetings is extended to all
those residing or working in the territory who are interested in the
subject of public accounting. The list, therefore, includes not only
members and associates of the American Institute of Accountants,
but also practising public accountants not enrolled, the members of
the accounting staffs of all public accountants and business and bank
ing executives who for one reason or another may care to attend
the meetings.
The committee requests of all practising accountants that this
announcement be brought to the attention of each member of their
staffs; that the members be encouraged to attend the meeting; and
that efforts be made to give the members the opportunity to attend.
Objects of meeting:
To enable all accountants, whether or not members and associates
of the American Institute of Accountants, residing or practising
within the region, to become acquainted with each other and to
discuss together timely topics of common interest.
To encourage the individual interest of members and associates
in the American Institute of Accountants and to give them an oppor
tunity of offering suggestions, by resolution or other proper means,
to the Institute, especially as to matters peculiar to the profession
within the region.
To advise accountants residing or practising within the region
who are not enrolled as members and associates of the Institute
what is being done to promote the profession; to raise the profes
sional and technical standards of the profession; to protect the
profession against harmful practices by opposing improper legis
lative acts, etc.; and to urge all eligible non-members to support the
Institute by enrolling at the earliest date.
To tell the business and banking executives, who are interested
in public accounting, for what the profession stands; to show them
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the efforts made for unity among accountants; and to let them see
some of the difficulties accountants meet in their daily practice. Also
to give them an opportunity of offering constructive criticisms of
the accountant’s attitude and practices so that the accountant may
see wherein he fails fully to serve his client and the general investing
and business public.
Order of business:
The headquarters of the meeting will be the Hotel Cleveland.
The registration desk will be open at 9 a. m.
Arrangements have been made for several papers to be read by
leading accountants on subjects of vital interest—each paper to be
followed by a short organized discussion. Arrangements have also
been made for the state tax commissioner of West Virginia to address
the meeting on the sales-tax law effective in that state. Prominent
men in business and banking circles have consented to speak at the
banquet at which business dress will be in order. Among the guests
of honor will be included Carl H. Nau, president, and A. P. Richardson,
secretary, of the Institute.
Special:
There were 254 attendants at the regional meeting held in Pitts
burgh on December 2, 1921. The general and wide interest in these
meetings leads the committee on arrangements to hope that the
meeting to be held in Cleveland on Saturday, May 6, 1922, will be
larger than the Pittsburgh meeting and it has worked to make it
both instructive and entertaining. It now asks your full and active
cooperation.
Inquiries regarding this meeting should be addressed to C. C.
Roberts, chairman of the committee on arrangements, 730 Williamson
building, Cleveland, Ohio.

In addition to the meeting at Cleveland arrangements have
been made for meetings to be held at Indianapolis on April 7th,
Boston in June and at Wilmington, North Carolina, on June 16th
and 17th. The possibility of a meeting at Atlantic City to which
members in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York and per
haps Delaware will be invited is now under consideration.
We are confident that the regional committees of these several
meetings will give cordial welcome to all interested in accounting
who may find it convenient to attend.

Federal Incorporation of the Institute
At the council meeting of the American Institute of Account
ants held in Washington, D. C., in April, 1921, a committee was
appointed to investigate the possibility of obtaining a federal
charter for the American Institute of Accountants.
The Institute now holds a charter under the laws of the
District of Columbia, but for various reasons it appears desirable
that a federal charter should be obtained, and in view of the fact
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that there is abundant precedent for such charter it is hoped that
the effort to obtain federal recognition will succeed. The bill
providing for federal incorporation was introduced by Repre
sentative Rodenberg of Illinois, December 9, 1921, and was
referred to the committee on District of Columbia. This ref
erence, however, was erroneous and the bill was transferred to
the committee on judiciary.

The committee on national charter has endeavored to enlist
the support and cooperation of all members and associates of the
Institute in the hope that they would exert their influence to
induce members of congress to favor the enactment of the bill.
A hearing was held on March 21st at which representatives of
the Institute were present.
The importance of federal recognition is demonstrated by the
fact that chambers of commerce to whose attention the matter
has been brought are strongly in favor of the enactment of the
Rodenberg bill. For example, we quote the following resolutions
from chambers of commerce in different parts of the country:
RESOLUTION BY
THE CHICAGO ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE
Resolved, That the Chicago Association of Commerce approves
and endorses the provisions of H. R. 9446, designed to effect the
incorporation of the American Institute of Accountants by act of
congress and favors its passage.
RESOLUTION BY
THE FLATBUSH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, FLATBUSH, L. I.
Whereas, The American Institute of Accountants, a regulative
organization nationally recognized as representing the members of
the accounting profession in the United States, and now incorporated
under the laws of the District of Columbia, has applied to congress
for a federal charter, in order that its scope of usefulness may
become more truly national in character, and to that end a bill,
known as H. R. 9446, has been introduced in the house of repre
sentatives, and
Whereas, Any legislation intended to promote the education,
regulation and practical application of the science of accounts is of
distinct benefit to the commerce and industry of the United States,
and to the government of the United States and its subdivisions,
Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Flatbush Chamber of Commerce hereby
endorses and approves the aforesaid bill known as H. R. 9446, and
hereby urges all senators and representatives to give same their
support in congress, in order that said bill may be enacted into law
at the earliest possible date.
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RESOLUTION BY
THE LEWISTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
LEWISTOWN, MONTANA
Whereas, It has been brought to the attention of the Lewistown
Chamber of Commerce that there is now before the house of rep
resentatives of the United States congress a bill, numbered H. R. 9446,
providing for the incorporation of the American Institute of
Accountants and
Whereas, The objects for the said incorporation as proposed
appear to this body to be legitimate and proper, therefore be it
Resolved, That the endorsement of the Lewistown Chamber of Com
merce be, and it hereby is, extended to the American Institute of
Accountants in its efforts to have passed the said bill H. R. 9446.

There seems to be no reason to oppose the granting of a
federal charter to an organization of national scope whose
activities are of such vital importance to the welfare and progress
of business generally. The American Institute of Accountants
is not operating to obtain a profit for any member. To use words
familiar to every accountant in these days, “no part of the net
profits inures to the benefit of any private stockholder or other
individual.” Its operations are solely scientific and educational.
Much can be accomplished for better business and, secondarily, for
the good of accountancy by according to the organization which
represents what is best in the profession the recognition involved
in the granting of a federal charter.
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